H O W CA N I KN O W
I’M GO IN G TO
H EA VEN ?
To answer this question, we m ust first ask
why people don’t go to heaven. In the
Bible,which is God’s m essage to us,we read
that “without holiness, no one will see the
Lord.” (H ebrews 12:14) H eaven is God’s
dwelling place, and for us to go there and
stand before H im ,we m ust be holy. Sounds
easy right?
A ctually, to be holy in God’s eyes, we m ust
be as holy as H e is. H ow holy is that?
Jesus said, “Be perfect, as m y heavenly
Father is perfect.” (M atthew 5:48) To
earn heaven, we m ust be perfect! In fact,
God tells us him self that “no one is
righteous, no not one,” and “all have sinned
and fallshort of the glory of God.” (Rom ans
3:23) In other words, none of us are good
enough to earn heaven!
This is the problem with any religion in the
world today.
M an’s belief system s
concentrate on good works or a “balance”
of deeds to please God, reach heaven,
achieve nirvana, balance your chi, or
whatever other goalreligions have dream ed
up. But we can’t please God or reach
heaven our way. W e m ust do it God’s way.
There are people who com e regularly to

their m osque, synagogue, place of worship,
or even church, who are trying to use good
deeds to earn eternal life. This will never
happen because we willnever be perfect.
Further, the Bible calls the wrong things
we do “sin,” and tells us that “the wages of
sin is death.” (Rom ans 6:23) W hen we take
a deeper look, we realize that this m eans
m ore than just physical death.
In
Revelation 21:8, we read that, for all who
sin, “their place will be in the fiery lake of
burning sulfur. This is the second death."
So then, the price of sin is not just
physical death, but eternity without God in
punishm ent.
Before you get discouraged, however,
there is hope. In Revelation 20:15,we read
“If anyone's nam e was not found written in
the book of life, he was thrown into the
lake of fire.” If you can get your nam e in
the book of life,God’s record of those who
have given them selves to H im , you will be
spared from punishm ent and given eternity
in H eaven. But how can you achieve this?
H ow can you gain eternallife in heaven?
Rem em ber how Rom ans 6:23 told us “the
wages of sin is death?” It goes on to say
that “the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Eternal
life is given, not because of good works,
but through Jesus Christ. Ephesians 2:8
tells us “by grace you are saved through
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the

gift of God.” If we put faith in Jesus
Christ, we can be saved from H elland have
the prom ise of H eaven.
This is m ade perfectly clear in Rom ans
10:9, where we are instructed that “if you
confess with your m outh ‘Jesus is Lord’and
believe in your heart that God has raised
H im from the dead,you willbe saved.”
First, you m ust confess that Jesus is Lord.
W hen the Bible says H e is “Lord,” it m eans
H e is our God and our M aster. W e m ust
except that God the Son deserves control
of our lives and seek to give it to H im .
Second,you m ust believe in your heart that
God has raised H im from the dead. That
m eans recognizing your own sinfulness,
since Jesus died for your sins, and
accepting H is forgiveness through H is
death, since the wages of sin is death. By
extension,it also m eans accepting the Bible
as God’s W ord, since it tells us about
Jesus.
A re you willing to do this now? If you do,
you’ll have God’s prom ise through Jesus
Christ of eternity! Pray the following
prayer:
D ear Jesus, I’m sorry for m y sins. I thank
you for dying for m e and I accept your
forgiveness. I give you m y life,recognizing
you are m y God and m y m aster. H elp m e to
live for you the rest of m y life. A m en.

W H AT DO I DO
NOW ?
Congratulations! You have been saved from
hell and have the prom ise of eternity in
H eaven. Because of H is forgiveness, you
can now have a relationship with God that
will last for eternity! H ere are a couple of
things every Christian can do to m aintain
their relationship with God:
1. Rem em ber that God is real and that
being saved is real. The deviland the world
will try to fill your head with doubts.
Rem em ber God’s prom ise in Rom ans 10:13“everyone who calls upon the nam e of the
Lord will be saved.” You called on Jesus
today, and H e saved you, just as H e
prom ised!
2. You will fall short, you will stum ble, you
will sin. W hile we m ust strive to live free
from sin, we m ust rem em ber that our
salvation is based on faith in Jesus. If you
have real faith, it will change your actions
and m ake you want to be godly,but you still
have a sinful nature and you will still fall
short. W hen this happens, it doesn’t m ean
you are no longer saved. W hat it does
m ean is you need to confess your sin to God
and receive H is forgiveness. 1 John 1:9
tells us that “if we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from unrighteousness.” W e can

confess our sins to God, and he not only
forgives us- H e helps us to change and
becom e m ore like H im !
3.Every Christian should pray and read the
Bible on a regular basis. W e are called by
God to read H is W ord: “Study to shew
thyself approved unto God,a workm an that
needeth not to be asham ed,rightly dividing
the word of truth.” (2 Tim othy 2:15) It is
also the right and privilege of every
Christian, m ade righteous by Jesus Christ,
to pray to God: “the eyes of the Lord are
on the righteous and his ears are attentive
to their prayer.“ (1 Peter 3:12) M any
Christians refer to prayer and reading the
Bible as “devotions”, because it is an
expression of devotion to God.
4. It is im portant that you go to church.
Church doesn’t save you, but once you are
saved, fellowship with other Christians
helps m aintain your relationship with God
and encourage you in the Lord. W e are told
to go to church and m eet together with
other believers in H ebrews 10:25: “Let us
not give up m eeting together, as som e are
in the habit of doing, but let us encourage
one another- and all the m ore as you see
the D ay approaching.” W e encourage you
to com e to H illsdale A ssem bly of God or
another Bible-believing church. Please call
us at (517)849-2187 so we can help and
encourage you in your new relationship with
Jesus Christ.

“For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in himshall not
perish but have eternal life.”
(John 3:16, NIV)

